
Year 2 –Autumn 2 

Fire 
N.C objectives 

History 
Pupils should be taught about: 

 events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or 
globally (the Great Fire of London & the gun powder plot).   

 the lives of significant individuals in the past who have         
contributed to national and international achievements. Some 
should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods 
(Guy Fawkes). 

Geography 

 Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK and the    
location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the equator 
and the North and South Poles. 

Art 
Pupils should be taught to: 

 use materials (cardboard) creatively to design and 
make products.  

 develop a wide range of art and design techniques 
using colour, texture and shape. 

Literacy 
Pupils should be taught: 

 Story structure 

 Word types (nouns,           
adjectives, verbs and adverbs) 

 Sentence types (questions, 
exclamations, statements and 
commands) 

 Contractions 

 Features of diary writing 

Science 
Pupils should be taught to: 

 WS—ask simple questions and recognising that they can be answered in different 
ways.  

 WS—observe closely, using simple equipment.  
 WS—identify and classify.  
 WS—perform simple tests.  
 WS—use their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions.  
 WS—gather and record data to help in answering questions. 
 identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, including 

wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, rock, paper and cardboard for particular uses.  

 find out how the shapes of solid objects made from some materials can be 
changed by squashing, bending, twisting and stretching.  

Music 
Children should be taught to: 
 listen with concentration and understanding to a 

range of high-quality live and recorded music. 
 learn Christmas songs. 

D&T 
Children should be taught to: 

 design purposeful, functional, appealing products for  
themselves and other users based on design criteria.  

 select from and use a wide range of materials and components, 
including construction materials, according to their characteris-
tics. 

 explore and use mechanisms (wheels and axles), in their prod-
ucts.  

 evaluate their ideas and products against design criteria. 

Computing 
Pupils should be taught to: 
 use technology purposefully to create, organise, store,      

manipulate and retrieve digital content. 

 use technology safely and respectfully, keeping personal  
information private; identify where to go for help and     
support when they have concerns about content or contact 
on the internet or other online technologies. 

Maths 
Pupils should be taught: 

 Multiplication 

 Division 

 Solving word problems 

 Length 

 Mass 

 Temperature 

PSHE 
H12.  To learn rules for and ways of keeping physically and emotionally 
safe including responsible ICT use and online safety, road safety, cycle 
safety and safety in the environment, rail, water and fire safety. 
H16. To learn what is meant by ‘privacy’; their right to keep things pri-
vate; the importance of respecting others’ privacy.  
R8—To identify and respect similarities and differences between people. 
L10. About the ‘special people’ who work in their community and who are 
responsible for looking after them and protecting them; how people contact 
those special people when they need their help, including dialling 999 in an 
emergency. 
L5.  To learn about what improves and harms their local,  natural and 
built environments and develop strategies and skills needed to care for 
these (including conserving energy) . 



Literacy 
 Diary entry of Samuel Pepys.  

 Write a letter to people living in London, advising 
them of how to develop fire resistant housing as a 
result of their findings from science investigations. 

History and Geography 
Guy Fawkes 

 Why was he famous? What did he do?  

 Guy Fawkes comprehension. 

 Sequence main events of the Gunpowder Plot. 
Great Fire of London 
 How did it start? 

 Can you sequence the events in order using appropriate vocabulary? 

 Why did it spread so quickly? Compare London in the past and present 

 How did London change as a result of the fire? 

 What was put in place to prevent a repeat? - modern fire engine etc. (the result) 

 How do we know about the fire? - eye witness accounts (Samuel Pepys), paintings, 
damage, the Monument. (sources) 

 Use ICT and books to explore events and questions. 
 

Art 
 Collage of the Fire of London. 

 Explore mixing colours. 
 Christmas craft activities. 
 Building and painting a fire engine. 

PSHE 
 Creating posters for the classroom displaying information 

about how to keep safe in an emergency and calling 999.  
 The children will learn how to use the internet safely and 

keep themselves private.  
 Keeping our environment clean and looking after it.  

Science 

 Explore ways to manipulate materials by twisting, stretching, bending and 
squashing. 

 Plan an experiment and make predictions to test an idea. 

 Investigate different properties of materials and their uses. 

 Investigate the best material to use to build a house (fire resistance). 

 Record findings for our investigations in a table. 

Year 2 –Autumn 2 

Fire 
Suggested Activities 

Maths 
 Multiplying and dividing practically  in groups of 2, 

5 and 10. 

 Measuring and comparing cm and m, g and kg. 

 Reading and estimating temperature. 

 Applying the above learning to solve problems. 

Computing 
 Conduct a google search to find out information about Guy Fawkes (using laptop). 

 Conduct an image search to find fire/firework pictures online (using laptop). 

 Introduce e-safety rules  about searching safely.  

 Search, copy and paste an image of Samuel Pepys. 

 Research Samuel Pepys and record facts. 
 

Mathematics 
 Solve maths problems linked to measures (e.g. find 

the capacity of water that is needed to fill a fire 
bucket.  

 Temperature work linked to Christmas and the 
North Pole. 

Outdoor learning 

 Make ‘a mini’ bonfires using 
fire wood. 

 Science experiment 
            burning materials 

Using and Applying Core Skills within this topic 

D&T 
 Use wheels and axles to 

design, make and evaluate 
a fire engine. 

Music 
 To listen with concentration and understanding to 

pieces of music. 

 To talk about the music, using some musical              
vocabulary. 

 To name some of the instruments seen and heard. 
 
            

Home Challenge 
 

Details to follow. 


