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COVID SYMPTOMS AND SELF ISOLATION
Please be aware that the rate of COVID infections continues to increase across Walsall. It is vital that the
whole community maintains its support for following the restrictions to keep everybody safe.
If anyone in your household shows any of the three symptoms: high temperature, continuous cough and/
or loss of or change to taste and/or smell, they should have a COVID test and the whole household must
self-isolate for 14 days or until the test comes back negative.
If a child is absent or sent home from school with symptoms, they can not return to
school until they have had a negative test or completed the full period of
self-isolation.
CELEBRATION ASSEMBLIES
Before the COVID-19 restrictions, the Infant and Junior schools had a weekly Celebration
Assembly to which parents and carers were invited. These were a very special opportunity to
come together as a community and celebrate the Blue Coat children’s many achievements.
We hope it won’t be too long before we can start them again.
We really miss not being able to welcome parents/carers into school at the moment. However, we are still
having a Celebration Assembly each week. They are different, so the children stay in their classrooms and
Mr. Orlik leads the assembly for all the school online. Each week children are chosen and their teacher tells us
about some great learning that they have done.
We are really proud of all the Blue Coat children, they are working really hard and doing lots of great work in
their lessons.

NOVEMBER IS WALK TO SCHOOL MONTH

STICK TO THE LOCKDOWN RULES!

This month is national walk to
school month. Children are
encouraged to walk or cycle
to school rather than come
in a car.
JUNIOR SCHOOL DINNERS NEXT WEEK
Years 5 and 6 will have dinners in the canteen and
Years 3 and 4 packed lunches in classrooms next
week. This alternates each week.
Federation website: www.bluecoatfederation.co.uk

Twitter: news@bluecoat_fed

E-mail: postbox@bluecoatfederation.co.uk

CHILDREN’S USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA APPS AND MOBILE PHONES
This week, a serious issue has been brought to our attention involving some Blue Coat children, their
use of social media apps and their mobile phones. We have already contacted the families
concerned with details.
Our priority is always to keep all the Blue Coat children safe. The children have had many lessons on
e-safety and should be very clear about how to use the internet and mobile phones safely. However,
this incident has demonstrated how easy it is for children to find themselves in a difficult and or dangerous situation. Please could parents/carers reinforce these safety points with children at home:

WhatsApp terms and conditions mean that you need to be 16 to use WhatsApp – none of the
Blue Coat children should be using WhatsApp at all;


Nearly all other social media services require users to be at least 13 years of age to access and
use their services. This includes Facebook, Snapchat, Twitter, Instagram, Musical.ly and Skype.



Avoid group chats – these are not appropriate for primary aged children, they are areas where
children can stray into unacceptable behaviour away from any adult supervision, leading to children becoming hurt or upset;



If your child sees something that upsets them or makes them feel uncomfortable, they should
take a screen shot and show it to a trusted adult straightaway;



Behaviour that would be unacceptable in a face to face situation is also unacceptable on the
internet or social media;



Children should not have access to their phones after their bedtime.
Have a place downstairs where mobile phones are left at night.

If you have any questions or concerns, please phone or email:
familysupport@bluecoatfederation.co.uk
ODD SOCKS DAY AND ANTI-BULLYING WEEK
United Against Bullying
On Monday we will be having an Odd Socks Day! On this day the children can attend school in different
coloured socks.
This is to mark the start of National Anti-Bullying Week. The theme for this year is United Against Bullying.
During the week, the children will be doing some activities based on the theme.
We have a zero tolerance approach to bullying. We encourage children to tell an adult if they are worried or
upset about anything. We encourage the children to keep telling until it stops.
The few incidents of bullying that occur are dealt with swiftly and firmly. The situation is then monitored to
ensure the bullying has completely stopped.
Any incidents of bullying are recorded and reported to the governing body each term.

